
Do I qualify under the UAV exemptions?
The exemptions only apply to operators flying for work or research. 
If you operate your drone for recreation, visit Transport Canada’s website 
to learn how to fly safely and legally: www.Canada.ca/drone-safety.
 

• You are flying recreationally 
(these exemptions only apply 
to non-recreational operators).

• You cannot meet the safety
conditions (in which case you
must apply for a Special Flight
Operations Certificate).

• You are a foreign operator
(non-Canadian).

Yes No

Canada.ca/drone-safety

• You fly for work or research.
• You have at least $100,000 

of liability insurance.
• You have read the applicable 

exemption document, understand 
and can follow all conditions.

• You have notified Transport 
Canada before flying by filling
out the exemption notification form.

http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/civilaviation/opssvs/getting-permission-fly-drone.html


If I do qualify, where may I fly?

 

. Keep UAV in sight at all times. 

. Always stay within 500 m (0.25 nm) 
   of your UAV.

. Don’t fly higher than 90 m (300 feet) 
   above ground.

Never fly over or within a built-up area.

Stay away from controlled airspace, 
restricted airspace, and forest fire zones.

UAV 
of 1 kg 
or less 

Stay 9 km (5 nm) from registered 
airports/registered water aerodromes.

Canada.ca/drone-safety

Stay 5.5 km (3 nm) from all heliports 
and any non-registered aerodromes.

LEGEND:    
NM: nautical mile    
KM: kilometre      
M: metre

If your UAV weighs 1 kg or less, refer to this of�cial exemption document.
You must comply with the entire list of conditions.

http://www.tc.gc.ca/civilaviation/regServ/affairs/exemptions/docs/en/2880.htm


If I do qualify, where may I fly?
 

. Keep UAV in sight at all times. 

. Always stay within 900 m (0.5 nm) 
   of your UAV.

. Don’t fly higher than 90 m (300 feet) 
   above ground.

Stay away from controlled airspace, 
restricted airspace, and forest fire zones.

LEGEND:    
NM: nautical mile    
KM: kilometre      
M: metre

Canada.ca/drone-safety

Stay 9 km (5 nm) from registered 
airports/registered water aerodromes.

Stay 5.5 km (3 nm) from all heliports 
and any non-registered aerodromes.

Stay 5.5 km (3 nm)  from a built-up area.

UAV of 
more than 

1 kg to 
25 kg 

If your UAV weighs more than 1 kg to 25 kg, refer to this
of�cial exemption document. You must comply with the
entire list of conditions.

http://www.tc.gc.ca/civilaviation/regServ/affairs/exemptions/docs/en/2879.htm

